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In the Fall of 2007 I made the decision I would attend law school. I toyed with the idea for many years, but never
really paused to see what was needed to put this plan into action. I spoke with my undergraduate pre-law advisor
and friends who were attorneys.
They all had the same advice for me – “Attend a summer program.” I researched a few programs and found the
Summer Program hosted by the Council on Legal Education Opportunity (CLEO), and I also saw the Charles
Hamilton Houston Law School Preparatory Institute (CHH). I was working at least 40+ hours per week in a
Congressional office, so I knew any program I attended would have to comply with the demands of my work
schedule. I decided to attend the 5-week long Charles Hamilton Houston Law School Preparatory Institute at
Georgetown University Law Center. The courses were held in the evenings and allowed individuals to maintain
their full-time positions. I was familiar with summer programs which were full-time live-in programs, but I knew I
had to stay in the Washington, DC area. Thus, I knew CHH was the best program for me.
CHH was created in 1979 by Attorney Donald Temple. Joining forces with him at the start of the program was
Georgetown University Law Center Associate Dean Everett Bellamy. The program lasts 7 weeks during the summer
and provides students a preliminary understanding of Legal Research & Writing, Civil Procedure and Litigation,
Torts, and Contracts. The instructors are notable attorneys and leaders in the legal field including Attorney Kim
Keenan, Harvard Law Professor Charles Ogletree, Law Professor Tanya Washington, Administrative Law Judge
Jennifer Long, Judge David Simmons, and Attorney Donald Temple.
Participants have the following reflections of the program:
The program to me was an opportunity to gain confidence in my abilities, early knowledge of the judicial system, and
network. – Jennito Simon, Assistant State Attorney, Florida 2nd Judicial District
I am, because of the Charles Hamilton Preparatory Institute. The Institute instilled in me the confidence to excel
against any odds. Many of those associated with the program remain my longtime friends. More programs like this
should exist nationwide for diverse students interested in navigating law school and life as a barrister. – Nicholas
Austin, Associate, Foley & Lardner LLP
For over three decades, the Charles Hamilton Houston Law School Preparatory Institute (CHH) has been preparing
students of color with the necessary skills to exceed in law school. It breaks down any mental barriers that may exist
with regard to any student’s intellectual ability to compete at the highest level. The program builds confidence and
provides an opportunity for students to hone those skills most needed in the study of law. Our motto--Dedicated to
Excellence--is what we instill in our students. – Former Dean Everett Bellamy
In conclusion, I would encourage everyone considering attending law school to participate in a program such
as CHH. CHH gave me confidence, an amazing foundation, and also connected me with leaders in the legal
profession who taught from their own experiences. Programs such as these establish a great foundation for the
understanding of the rigor of law school. Law school is extremely difficult and the road to law school should be
undertaken with a great deal of preparation. The preparation is just a part of the equation, but assuredly, is a
needed step on the road to law school.
Read more about the Charles Hamilton Houston Law Preparatory Institute here:
http://chhlawinstitute.org/
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